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REMARKS 

Applicant respectfully requests favorable consideration of the present application in 
view of the foregoing amendments and in view of the reasons that follow. 

The Office Action mailed December 2, 2004 has been reviewed and the comments of 
the Patent and Trademark Office have been considered. Claims 1-4, 7-10, 12 and 13 were 
pending in the application. Claims 8 and 13 have been amended. No claims have been 
canceled while new claim 14 has been added. Therefore, claims 1-4, 7-10, and 12-14 are 
pending in the application and submitted for reconsideration. 

This amendment adds, changes or deletes claims in this application. A detailed listing 
of all claims that are, or were, in the application, irrespective of whether the claim(s) remain 
under examination in the application, are presented, with an appropriate defined status 
identifier. 

MINOR INFORMALITIES 

Claims 8 and 13 have been amended to correct minor informalities. No new matter 
has been added. 

SECTION 102 REJECTIONS 

Claims 1-4 and 10 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) as allegedly being 
anticipated by Cavaan. Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

As noted by the Examiner, the inquiry step of claim 1 may be accomplished by either 
a direct transfer of money or a pledge. The Examiner, however, then alleges that a "pledge 
can read on merely a 'sign' or even an 'indication.'" The Examiner further alleges that a 
"pledge is inherent in the 'forum'" described in the sixth paragraph of page 2 of Cavaan. 

"A claim is anticipated only if each and every element as set forth in the claim is 
found, either expressly or inherently described, in a single prior art reference." Verdegall 
Bros. V. Union Oil Co. of California, 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 
1987). Further, a judicial requirement for the doctrine of inherency is absolute certainty. 
Electro Medical Systems S.A. v. Cooper Life Sciences, Inc., 34 F.3d 1048, 32 USPQ2d 1017 
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(CAFC 1994). A pledge is not merely a "sign' or "indication." It is a binding commitment or 
promise to pay. See, e.g., Webster's New World Dictionary 1037 (Victoria Neufeldt & David 
B. Guralnik eds., 1991); OneLook Dictionary Search, available at http://www.onelook.com 
(last visited Feb. 3, 2005) (copies attached). Further, the forum described in Cavaan is one in 
which "each nonprofit organization touted its program's merits for 10 minutes and shared 
with potential investors its vision for its future." (Cavaan at 1). As described in Cavaan, this 
is merely an introductory meeting in which the potential investors are under no obligation to 
provide money to any of the nonprofit organizations. (7c/.)(reporting that "no checks were 
exchanged that night," only "relationships were established"). Thus, a pledge is not inherent 
in the forum of Cavaan and, therefore, Cavaan does not anticipate claim 1 or any of its 
dependent claims. 

SECTION 103 REJECTIONS 

Claims 1-4, 7-10 and 12-13 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being 
obvious by Cavaan in view of the Examiner's official notice that it is well known in the art to 
transfer money via the internet. 

Regarding claims 1-4 and 7-10, the Examiner alleges "a careful read of 7 and 8 shows 
that the language directed to the transfer of money is optional." Claim 7 requires that the 
direct transfer of money comprises receiving a credit card debit authorization from a client 
while claim 8 requires that the direct transfer of money comprises payment of Internet cash to 
a solicitor. Both of these claims add additional limitations to the manner in which the money 
transfer is accomplished. They in no way make payment optional. As discussed in the 
response filed September 8, 2004, Cavaan only discloses a method of fund-raising for 
nonprofit agencies in which the nonprofit merely advertises its existence on the Craigslist 
website. After helping the nonprofits prepare business plans, the Criagslist forum arranges 
gatherings of small groups of nonprofits to present their business plans in person to the 
potential donors. (Cavaan at 1). No money is transferred through the website or at the small 
gatherings. In contrast, the method of the instant application is a direct method of funding 
projects. After evaluating the project on the website, the donor may donate or pledge to 
donate directly to the project through the website. The method does not require that the donor 
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and donees ever meet. There is no teaching or suggestion in Cavaan of directly transferring 
money or forming a binding commitment or promise to pay money to a project using the 
Internet. Therefore, Cavaan does not render claims 1-4 and 7-10 obvious. 

Regarding claims 12-13, the Examiner states 'the examiner took official notice that 
this feature [internet transfer of money] is well known to those skilled in the art and so too are 
reasons to combine this teachings." However, in levying an obviousness rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 103, the Examiner has the burden of establishing (1) some suggestion or motivation to 
modify the reference or to combine reference teachings, (2) a reasonable expectation of 
success, and (3) that the prior art references, when combined, teach or suggest all the claim 
limitations. See MPEP §2143 (Aug. 2001, Latest Revision May 2004). In the present case, 
even if there was motivation to combine, the combination of Cavaan with the Internet transfer 
of money does not result in the claimed invention. The resulting combination still requires 
the donors and donees to meet in small gatherings to discuss the projects. In contrast, the 
present system allows the direct funding of projects. That is, the funding of projects without 
requiring the donors and donees to meet. Thus, the combination of Cavaan with the 
Examiner's Official Notice of the transfer of money over the Internet does not render obvious 
claims 12 and 13 because it does not teach or suggest all of the limitations of claims 12 and 
13. 

CONCLUSION 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is felt that a 
telephone interview would advance the prosecution of the present application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees that may be 
required regarding this application under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, 
to Deposit Account No. 50-2228. Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a 
check being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or 
even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to 
Deposit Account No. 50-2228. If any extensions of time are needed for timely acceptance of 
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papers submitted herewith, Applicant hereby petitions for such extension under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.136 and authorizes payment of any such extensions fees to Deposit Account No. 50-2228. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date 




PATTON BOGGS LLP Martin Sulsky 

Customer Number: 32042 Attorney for Applicant 

Telephone: (703) 744-8000 Registration No. 45403 
Facsimile: (703)744-8001 
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Jump to: General . Art, Business . Computing, Medicine . Miscellaneous, Religion . Science, Slang, Sports, 

Tech, Phrases 

We found 29 dictionaries with English definitions that include the word pledge: 

Tip: Click on the first link on a line below to go directly to a page where "pledge" is defined. 



General (20 matching dictionaries) 

1. pledge : Merriam-Webster's Online Dictionary, 10th Edition 
[ home , info ] 

2. pledge : Compact Oxford English Dictionary [ home , info ] 

3. pledge : Encarta® World English Dictionary, North American 
Edition [ home , info] 

4. pledge ; Cambridge International Dictionary of English [ home . 
info ] 

5. pledge : The Wordsmyth English Dictionary-Thesaurus [ home . 
info ] 

6. pledge : The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English 
Language [ home , info ] 

7. pledge : Infoplease Dictionary [ home , info] 

8. pledge : Dictionary.com [ home , info ] 

9. pledge : UltraLingua English Dictionary [ home , info ] 

10. pledge : Cambridge Dictionary of American English [ home . 
info ] 

11. pledge : Cambridge International Dictionary of Idioms [ home . 
info ] 

12. Pledge : Online Plain Text English Dictionary [ home , info ] 

13. pledge : Webster's Revised Unabridged, 1913 Edition [ home . 
info ] 

14. pledge : Rhymezone [ home , info ] 

15. pledge : AllWords.com Multi-Lingual Dictionary [ home , info ] 

16. pledge : Webster's 1828 Dictionary [ home , info ] 

17. Pledge : Dictionary of Phrase and Fable (1898) [ home , info ] 

18. PLEDGE : 191 1 edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica [ home . 
info ] 

19. pledge : WordNet 1.7 Vocabulary Helper [ home , info ] 

20. pledge : LookWAYup Translating Dictionary/Thesaurus [ home . 
info ] 



Quick definitions (pledge) 

• noun: a drink in 
honor of or to the health 
of a person or event 

• noun: someone 
accepted for membership 
but not yet fully admitted 
to the group 

• noun: a deposit of 
personal property as 
security for a debt 
(Example: "His 
saxophone was in 
pledge tr ) 

• noun: a binding 
commitment to do or give 
or refrain from something 

(Example: "Signed a 
pledge never to reveal the 
secret") 

• verb: pay (an amount 
of money) as a 
contribution to a charity 
or service, especially at 
regular intervals 
(Example: "I pledged $10 
a month to my favorite 
radio station tr ) 

• verb: promise 
solemnly and formally 



http://www.onelook.com/?w=pledge&ls=a 
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Business (5 matching dictionaries) 

21. Pledge : MoneyGlossary.com [ home , info ] 

22. pled ge : Law.com Dictionary [ home , info ] 

23. pledge : INVESTORWQRDS [home, info] 

24. pledge : Tradition/ Axone Financial Terminology Database 
[ home , info ] 

25. Pledge : Glossary of Philanthropic Terms [ home , info ] 



Medicine (2 matching dictionaries) 

26. pledge : The On-line Medical Dictionary [ home , info ] 

27. pledge : Dorland f s Illustrated Medical Dictionary [ home , info ] 



(Example: "I pledge that 
will honor my wife") 

• verb: bind or secure 
by a pledge (Example: '7 
was pledged to silence ") 

• verb: give as a 
guarantee (Example: "/ 
pledge my honor fr ) 

• verb: propose a toast 
to 



Try out OneLook f s new 
reverse dictionary 
feature. 



♦ Religion (2 matching dictionaries) 

28. Pledge : Easton Bible [ home , info ] 

29. Pledge : Smith's Bible Dictionary [ home , info ] 



Phrases that include pledge: negative pledge clause , pledge taker , pledge of 
allegiance , safe pledge , frank pledge , more... 

Words similar to pledge: assurance , drink , oath , pledged , pledger , pledgin g, 
pledgor , plight , salute , toast , pawn, more... 



Additional searches for pledg e. 
Search completed in 0.02 seconds. 
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